
APES FRQ  
Draft Response assignment directions 

 
• You will be given 4 former AP FRQs relevant to the current unit at the 

start of each unit.  
• The complete scoring guidelines for the questions can be found on the 

CollegeBoard web site. 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/exam/exam_questions/200
3.html 

• You are required to turn in a HAND-WRITTEN draft response of each 
question on the day of the unit exam for an effort grade (5 points 
each.)  

 
• What you should do: 

1) Attempt to answer the question on your own. 
2) Use the scoring guideline, fill in missing information on your 

answer to create a “perfect 10.” 
 
• Responses will be scanned to make sure they are original essays and not 

simply a bullet list from the scoring rubric or a copy of the sample 
student response. 

 
• You will have to write 1 or 2 of the 4 in class, from memory on the day of 

the exam. 
 
• You can not use the prewritten material on the day of the exam and you 

will have to work within the given time period which is about 20 minutes 
per question. 

 
• You won't know which question(s) I will use on the exam so you must 

prepare (and learn!) all four topics. 
 
 
I am trying this new approach to essay writing this year because: 
 
(1) It turns the College Board site into a valuable learning tool. 
(2) It encourages you to learn more material on your own. 
(3) There are no surprises on the exam. You are told which questions to 
prepare for and how to prepare.  
(4) Students are rewarded with a grade for their efforts. 
(5) By the end of the course you will have seen every type of FRQ and most 
of the FRQs that have ever appeared.   


